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584 THE NORTH AMERICAN BEVTEW. 

truth appears to be, that the greater cost of labor here is partly fictitious — an ex- 
pression, that is, of the fact that money is of smaller value in our land, because 
our laws give it less purchasing power outside — partly a result of the greater in- 
trinsic value of a day's labor by the educated American operative than by his 
worse-endowed foreign rival, and partly due to the better opportunities afforded 
the skilled workman in a newer country for setting up in business on his own ac- 
count ; altogether independent, so far as real, of import taxes, and capable of 
surviving their total abolition. 

The insinuation with which he closes, that the President and others who advo- 
cate tariff reduction are sailing under false colors, calls for mention — hardly for 
serious refutation. Mr. Carnegie has made out quite a strong case in favor of 
using up the surplus to pay our still huge debt with ; but he is not to be trusted 
when he intimates that such as wish to collect smaller revenues must be either 
stupid or dishonest. 

Washington, D. C. Henry Fabquhar. 

V. 

AN IMPORTANT ANNIVERSARY. 

Dating backwards from the 33d day of last April, and into the early years of 
the nation, if we run over exactly half a century of time, we come to an event 
which should fill the hearts of all good Americans with joint sensations of pride 
and sorrow. On the 23d of April, 1838, the British steamer "Sirius" steamed 
into New York harbor, followed, a few hours later, by another British steamer, 
the " Great Western." Looking at the event with the calmness that comes to us 
as a succeeding generation, we know that our forefathers unwittingly saw in this 
twin arrival a presage of our future (now present) commercial relations with Great 
Britain; for the arrival of these vessels at the port of New York was, in fact, the 
real beginning of steam navigation between this country and Europe — they were, 
in fact, the pioneer vessels of practical steam commerce. That we should feel pride 
in their arrival is justly due to those Americans who taught the builders and 
navigators of the " Sirius " and ' ' Great Western " the possibilities of .that Ameri- 
can invention, the steam-ship ; for it was an American vessel (the " Savannah"), 
designed, built, owned and navigated by citizens of the United States which, nine- 
teen years previously, had told to the wondering nations of the world the possibili- 
ties of the marine steam-engine. That we should feel sorrow, mingled with the 
kin sensations of shame and regret, is but natural, when we consider how, during 
the last half century, Great Britain has usurped the steam carrying trade which 
properly belonged and belongs to the United States. 

It would seem to be one of the laws of fate that an inventor should never reap 
the full benefit of his invention. It would seem as if the United States, the home 
of the inventor of the ocean steamship, had suffered from the operation of this 
same law. But man should be superior to fate; and truly the American has 
shown heretofore, in many ways, an ability to conquer fate; and even now the 
country is restless over the commercial supremacy of Great Britain ; and men in 
all walks of life are beginning to discuss the measures that should be taken to pro- 
cure for the United States the commercial marine to which her God-given ocean 
boundaries and the ability of her citizens justly entitle her. 

Never, then, was there a more opportune moment for the discussion of those 
means and measures by which the United States is once again to lead the world 
in international navigation. 

Etiennb Atrault. 



